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Amendment to the Claims 

Please cancel Claims 9, 17, 43, and 51 without prejudice. 
5 Please amend the Claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) An apparatus for provid i ng that provided a declsloning 
solution to a merchant, wherein said merchant accepts Internet transactions from 
participating partiesU,]] and for fac i l i tating that facilitates processing of payments 

10 ' between said participating parties and said merchant, comprising: 

means for said merchant receiving from at least one participating party of said 
participating parties at least one Internet transaction on a Web page of said 
merchan t whor ei n s aid m e rch a nt's W e b pag e - i s oommun l catlvo l y coup le d to a 
decisi on engin e by a mes s age unit archit e ctur e; 

15 responsive to receiving said at least one Internet transaction, means for said 

merchant's Web page uo i ng oaid m e ssag e- unit archit e ctur e to s ubmit oa i d I nt e rnet 
transaction processing said at least one Internet transaction that creates a first 
transaction message in a predetermined format that comprises embedded source ID 
and order ID and sending said message to oa i d oommunicativoly ooup l od 3D 

20 ontemfire decision engine; 

responsive to receiving said at l east - ono -l nt e rn e t transaction transaction 
message , means for said decision engine porform i ng : 

means for authenticating said at least one participating party; 

means for reporting to said merchant suspicious activity by any of said at 

25 least one participating party; and * 
means for creating and providing a decisioning solution to said merchant, 
wherein said decisioning solution indicates clearance to said merchant to transact 
with said at least one participating party and wherein said decisioning solution Is 
based on a determined risk of said at least one participating party; and 

30 responsive to receiving said decisioning solution, means for said merchant 

p e rform i ng any of : e l e ctronically - transferring funds betw e on said at l e a s t o we 
partic i pating party and said m e rchant, - sa l d -ele otronioa ll y transferring fundo uo i ng 
oa i d moccago unit arohitooturb, whorc i n - o - moa oo g o un i t of said m es& ogo un i t 
nrfth i tnnti j r fl far tmncf e r of funds oomprisoa r but io by no-m e an s li mited to* sending to 

35 said enterprise decision engine a second transaction message in said predetermined 
format comprising said source ID and said order ID[[,]] and, if available, purchase 
information data, seller information data, shipping data information data, auction 
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information data, buyer entered data, source generated data, client maintained data, 
buyer data, and additional credit card processing information data([J] A 

whoreln responsive to receiving said second transact ion message said 
decisioning engine i c commun i c a t i v el y coup l od to any of: processing said second 
5 transaction message and creating a third transaction message on automat e d 
c l earing hous e ( A CH) for when s aid tranof e r of funds is basod on an eloctronio ch e ck 
a nd a first data m e rchant servic e (FDMS) for wh e n said transf e r of funds Is b ase d on 
a crodit card, ond whoroin oo i d mesoogo unit oompriooo doto that i o formatt e d into 
any of. in a NACHA format for when said tranofer of funds second transaction 
10 message Is based on an electronic check and sending said NA CHA formatted 
message to an associated automated clearing house (AChh and in an FDMS format 
for when said transfer of funds second transaction message is based on a credit 
card and sending said FDMA formatted message to a first data merc hant service 
(FDMSV 

15 hond li ng exceptions botwcon ooid Qt looot ono participat i ng porty ond caid 

morchant oompri si ng m e ans for sa i d morohont prooooo i ng a rofund ond oubcoquont 
ACH cr e dit through sa i d m e s s ag e un i t architectur e , compris i ng for oach tran s action 
to b e refund e d, Inputting an assoc i at e d ordoMD to identify said transaction ond to 
disp l ay status of said transaction, origina l transaction amount, and trons a ot i on 

20 balanc e ; 

proce ss ing — a nd . r e conc il ing — said — funds ■ using — said — me s sag e unit 
a rchit e cture, wher ei n data for e ach transact i orvr e ady - to - s e tt le- ^nd-for e ach return 
compri se s ordor I D for i dentify i ng sa i d e ach tranoaotion; and 

responsive to receiving said second transaction message, said decision 
25 engine determining and indicating approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant using risk analysis and guaranteei ng payment to the merchant aafter 
shipment of goods and services and insurance aoainst fraud after shipment of 
Qoods rr.11: 

when desired said merchant initiating and processing a refund and 
30 subseguent ACH credit using said order ID to identify said at lea st one Internet 
transaction to confirm correct transaction: and 

when desired said merchant Initiating and processing a return and 
subseguent FDMA credit using said order ID to identify said at least one Internet 
transaction to confirm correct transaction. 

35 

2. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1. wherein said participating 
parties comprise at least one seller or at least one buyer. 
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^ (original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said participating parties 

comprise consumers and businesses, and wherein said means for electronic transfer 
of funds is between any of, but not limited to; 

at least one consumer and at least one consumer; 
5 at least one consumer and at least one business; and 

at least one business and at least one business. 

/ (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for 

^ authentication of parties further comprises means for performing a. predetermined 
10 number of seconds online decisioning, thereby authenticating said Internet 
transactions. 

^Sr. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said authenticating 
. said at least one participating party comprises storing registration information to be 
15 used at a later time. 



xA:y^ (original) The apparatus of Claim 1, 
V comorises nrotected information. 



wherein said means for authentication 

comprises protected information. 

20 J\ (original) The apparatus of Claim ^/wherein said protected Information 
^ comprises encrypted information. 

Jk (original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for handling exceptions 

further comprises returned item processing, and wherein said payments processing 
25 uses electronic checks. 

9. (canceled) 

3 (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein m oow for hond l ing 

30 exception s furth e r compri se s a process, whoroby said at least one seller initiates a 
reversal* 

VC. (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 1. wher ei n means for 
rooonoiling fundo further comprises means for disbursing some of oald funds for 
35 approved transactions of said at least one Internet transaction^]]. 
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. ^£ (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, where i n m e ans for 
r e conc il ing fundc f urther comprisesing international disbursements of some of funds 
using International currencies. 

5 X&. (original) The apparatus of Claim J2 t wherein a disbursement of said 
sjpf ^international disbursement is for Canadian transactions of said Internet transactions. 

si }4. (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, whorein moons for 
reconc ili ng fund s further comprisesing means for real-time debiting of com e- of s a i d 
1 0 funds for electronic check transactions, 

J(%. (original) The apparatus of Claim further comprising means for 
guaranteed hold on funds. 

15 (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, wh e rein moons for 

i nt e rfacing with said m e rchant's W e b pag e further oompris e s gofnprislnq : 

means for sending to said merchant's Web page results from a predetermined 
number of seconds decisioning process, said decisioning process for a registration 
process, and said decisioning process for credit card and electronic check 

20 transactions. 

17. (canceled) 

T^L? jM*f (currently amended)The apparatus of Claim 1, wh e r e in moons for i nt e rfacing 
25 with said morchanre W e b pag e furthor compris e s further comprising : 

batch processing archit e ctur e for timely processing of transactional level 
reconciliation information. 

(original) The apparatus of Claim 1#^ wherein said transactional level 
30 reconciliation information comprises originations and exception Items. 



7^: (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 1, whoroin means for 
In terf a c i ng w i th s aid m e rchant' s W e b paqo. furth e r compris e s further comprising : 

means for accepting domestic and international payments for both credit card 
35 and electronic check transactions of said Internet transactions. 
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a p/( (currently amended)The apparatus of Claim 1, wher e in further comprising 
y\ means for interfacing with said merchants Web page uoos olthor of, but is not limited 
te; by personal computer or wireless technology. 

6 (previously presented) The .apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for 

reporting suspicious activity to said merchant, further comprises: 
/ means for conducting additional corresponding declslonlng and Intra-day 

fraud-screening. 

10 (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for 

Oj\ reporting suspicious activity to said merchant, further comprises: 
alert reports on said suspicious activity. 



(previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein means for 
15 ' reporting suspicious activity to said merchant, further comprises: 

a process to initiate transaction reversals, wherein reversals are due to, but 
not limited to. fraud. 

jz£ (original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
20 indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant, further comprises: 

means for performing risk analysis on, but not limited to, said at least one 
buyer or said at least one seller for said decisioning solution. 

25 (original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 

indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant, further comprises: 

means for controlling loss exposure for said merchant. 



30 



27^ (original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for determining and 
Indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant, further comprises: 

means for identifying risk parameters for velocity and for identifying spending 
limits on said transactions for said merchant 



35 



. JJ^ (original) The apparatus of Claim 2. wherein means for determining and 
0 indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by 



said merchant, further comprises: 
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means for guaranteeing a payment to said merchant after said shipment of 
goods and services; and 

means for providing insurance against fraud after said shipment of goods and 
services. 

(original) The apparatus of Claim '2. wherein means for determining and 
indicating to said at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant further comprises: 

means for guaranteeing said shipment of goods and services from said 
1 0 merchant to said at least one buyer; and 

means for providing insurance against fraud after a payment. 

^3df (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for 
f° providing said decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution 
15 indicating clearance to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least 
one buyer and said decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least, 
one buyer, further comprises: 

means for performing a predetermined number of seconds online decisioning. 

20 (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for 

y\ providing said decisioning solution to said merchant said decisioning solution 
indicating clearance to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least 
one buyer, and said decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least 
one buyer, further comprises: 

25 means for performing additional intra-day fraud-screening. 

. y£ (original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for providing said 
^ decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution Indicating clearance 

to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
30 decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 

comprises: 

means for dynamically providing decision criteria updates for said decisioning 
solution as knowledge of said transactions is gained. 

35 (original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein means for providing said 

^ decisioning solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance 
to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, end said 



14 

PAffi 1 W26 1 RCVD AT 3C2fil)D6 6:28:29 PM [Eastern Standard Time] f SVRilSPT0€FXRF.1/19 1 DNIS:2738300 » CSID:65fl 474 8401 • 0URATI0H pnnws):0M4 



03/22/2006 ffED 15:34 PAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



Application No. 09/703,357 

decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 
comprises: 

means for storing data of said transactions, said data to be used for providing 
future decisioning solutions. 
5 t\ 

(previously presented) The apparatus of Claim wherein means for 
^ performing risk analysis further comprises: 

means for using risk management criteria for any of determining, quantifying, 
and qualifying risk of potential buyers and sellers, and wherein any of amounts of 
10 transactions, suspicious personal Information of buyer or seller, behavior of buyer or 
seller, conventional statistical information and mode of operations are determined. 

* ^ (currently amended) A method for provid i ng that provides a decisioning 
^ solution to a merchant, wherein said merchant accepts internet transactions from 
15 participating partiesO and for fac il itating that facilitates processing of payments 
between said participating parties and said merchant comprising; 

said merchant receiving from at least one participating party of said 
participating parties at least one Internet transaction on a Web page of said 
merchan t, whero l n said morohant's W e b pag e Is oommun i Gativo l y ooup l od to a 
20 doc i clon eng i ne by a m e ssag e un i t archit e ctur e; 

responsive to receiving said at least one Internet transaction, said merchant's 
Web page uo i ng cold meooogo un i t orohitooturo to oubmit oaid I ntornot - trans a etion 
processing said at least one Internet transaction that creates a f irst transaction 
message in a predetermined format that comprises embedded source ID and order 
25 ID and sending said message to said oommun i ootivoly coupl e d an enterprise 
decision engine; 

responsive to receiving said at l e ast ono I nt e rn e t tr a n s ac HeB transaction 
message , said decision engine perform i ng : 

authenticating said at least one participating party; 
30 reporting to said merchant suspicious activity by any of said at least one 

participating party; and 

creating and providing a decisioning solution to said merchant, wherein 
said decisioning solution indicates clearance to said merchant to transact with said at 
least one participating party and wherein said decisioning solution is based on a 
35 determined risk of said at least one participating party; and 

responsive to receiving said decisioning solution, said merchant p e rform i ng 
any of . o l oGtronical l y transf e rring fund s botwoon said at looot - ono participat i ng 
party - and - said m e rchant, 6 aid e l e ctron i ca ll y transferring funds using said m e ss a g e 



15 



PAGE 20/26 * RCVD AT 3»2i20O6 6^829 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/19 k DNI8:2738300 f CSID:6SQ 474 8401 * DURATION (mm«ss):08-24 



03/22/2006 ffBD 15:34 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



Application No! 09/703,357 

unit archit e ctur e , wh e rein a m e ssag e unit of oaid mossag e - unit - arohiteotur e - for 

lmnr:fnr nf fiinrtr . nnmprir.nn hut io by nn moanc limit e d to , sending to said enterprise 
decision engine a second transaction message in sa id predetermined format' 
comprising said source ID and said order ID[[,fl if available, purchase 
5 information data, seller information data, shipping data Information data, auction 
Information data, buyer entered data, source generated data, client maintained data, 
buyer data, and additional credit card processing information data[[.]L 

wherein responsive to receiving said second transaction message said 
decisioning engine i s - ■ communicativ el y coupled to any of: processing said second 

10 transaction message and creating a third transaction message an automat e d 
olear i ng hous e (ACH) for when sa i d transfer of fund s i s based on an o l ootronfc ch e ck 
and a first data morohant s e rvice (FOMS) for when said trancfer of fund6 is baood on 
a or e dit oord, - ond ^ vh e r e in sa i d moo s og e unit compri se s data th a t io formatted into 
any of: In a NACHA format for when said transf e r of funds second transaction 

15 . message Is based on an electronic check and sending said NACHA formatted 
message to an associated automated clearing house (ACH) and in an FDMS format 
for when said tpa n ste r of fund s second transaction message Is based on a credit 
card and sending said FDMA formatted message to a first data merchant service 
(FPMS); 

20 handli ng e xc e ptions b e tw ee n said a t l e a s t on e participating party and s a i d 

m e rchant, compr i s i ng m e an s for 6a id morch a nt proc e ssing a r e fund and s ubcoquont 
ACH crodit through oa i d messag e un i t groh i tooturo, oomprtolng for eooh transaction 
to bo rofundodi inputting an assoGiatod ord e r I D to idontify sa i d transaction and to 
cfeplay~statu 3 of sa i d tran sa ction, origina l tr a nsaction amount, and tran sa ction 

25 balan c e; 

prooooGing — and reconc il ing — sate — funds — using — said — mboo a g e — wnft 
orchitoctur e rwho f o i n - data tor ea ch transact i on r e ady to s e tt le and for e ach r e turn 
oomprioos ord e r ID fo f-i d e ntifying s aid oach transaction; and 

responsive to receiving said second transaction message, said decision 
30 engine determining and indicating approval for shipment of goods and services by 
said merchant using risk analysis and guaranteeing .payment to the merchant aafter 
shipment of goods and services and insurance against frau d after shipment of 
ooodsf Hl: 

when desired said merchant initiating and processing a refund and 
35 subsequent ACH credit using said order ID to identify said at l east one Internet 
transaction to confirm correct transaction: and 
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when desired said merchant Initiating and processing a return and 
subsequent FDMA credit using said order ID to identify said at le ast one Internet 
transaction to confirm correct transaction. 

- 5 (previously presented) The method of Claim .35". wherein said participating 

^ parties comprise at least one seller or at least one buyer. 

(original) The method of Claim wherein said participating parties 
comprise consumers and businesses, and wherein said means for electronic 
10 transferring of funds is between any of, but not limited to: 
at least one consumer and at least one consumer; 
at least one consumer and at least one business; and 
at least one business and at least one business. 

15 j*8. (previously presented) The method of Claim jjo, wherein authenticating 
parties further comprises performing a predetermined number of seconds online 
decisioning, thereby authenticating said Internet transactions. 

\& (previously presented) The method of Claim wherein said authenticating 

20 said at least one participating party comprises storing registration information to be 



used at a later time.. 



3> 

(original) The method of CJaim £5, wherein authenticating parties uses 
protected information. 
25 if\ 

Jrff (original) The method of Claim JRT, wherein said protected information 
comprises encrypted information. 

<p ' 

42f. (original) The method of Claim jz£ t wherein handling exceptions farther 
30 comprises returned Item processing, and wherein said payments processing uses 
electronic checks. 

43. (canceled) 

x 35 -y( (currently amended) The method of Claim wherein ha n d l ing e xc e pt i ons 
*\j-> furthor compric e c a prooooc, who re by said at least one seller initiates a reversal. 
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4* 

>> furth 



(currently amended) The method of Claim ^S x wh e r ei n r e conc i ling fund 6 
further comprisestna means for disbursing go m e of said funds for approved 
transactions of said at least one Internet transaction's]]. 

(currently amended) The method of Claim wh e r e in r e conc il ing fund s 
further comprisesino providing international disbursements of some of funds using 
international currencies. 

5\ 47. (original) The method of Claim ^Sf wherein a disbursement of said 
10 international disbursement is for Canadian transactions of said Internet transactions. 

(currently amended) The method of Claim pS; wh e r e in r e conci li ng funds 
further comprising m ea n s for real-time debitin g of som e of sa i d f unds for electronic 
check transactions. 

15 

. j9f (original) The method of Claim 48, further comprising guaranteeing hold on 
^ funds. « 

^n,S<£ (currently amended)The method of Claim ^35, where i n I nterfacing with sa i d 

20 m e rchant's Web pag e furth e r compris e s further comprising : 

sending to said merchant's Web page results from a predetermined number of 
seconds decisioning process, said decisioning process for a registration process, 
and said decisioning process for credit card and electronic check transactions. 

25 51. (canceled) 

jd. (currently amended) The method of Claim ^ whoroln m e ans for 
^y> int e rfarinn with sa i d merchant' c W e b paoo further compris e s further comprising : 

providing batch processing archit e ctur e for timely processing of transactional 
30 level reconciliation information. 

/B$. (original) The method of Claim wherein said transactional level 
j reconciliation information comprises originations and exception items. 

35 (currently amended)The method of Claim ,3^T wh e re i n int e rfacing with sa i d 

m e rch a nt's W e b pag e , furth ep- comp fi se c further comprising : 

accepting domestic and international payments for both credit card and 
electronic check transactions of said Internet transactions. 
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I of Clairr 
ie uses e 

personal computer or wireless technology. 



(currently amended) The method of Claim ^38fwbereto further comprising 
^ interfacing with said merchant's Web page uses o l the ^ oft - but - io - not -ll m l ted to, fey 



p^. (previously presented) The method of Clalm^, wherein reporting suspicious 
\ff activity to said merchant, further comprises: 

conducting additional corresponding decisioning and Intraday fraud- 



screening. 



10 ^ 
« 57. (previously presented) The method of Claim p% wherein reporting suspicious 
vj?' activity to said merchant, further comprises: 

providing alert reports on said suspicious activity. 

15 58. (previously presented) The method of Claim^ wherein reporting suspicious 
\j\ activity to said merchant, further comprises: 

providing a process to initiate transaction reversals, wherein reversals are due 
to, but not limited to, fraud. 

20 ^59T (original) The method of Claim ^eTwherein determining and indicating to said 
^ at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said merchant, 
further comprises: 

performing risk analysis on, but not limited to, said at least one buyer or said 
at least one seller for said decisioning solution. 
25 3^P 
%$> J^' (original) The method of Claim^, wherein determining and indicating to said 
at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said merchant, 
further comprises: 

controlling loss exposure for said merchant 
30 y& 

« (original) The method of Claim ^sC wherein determining and Indicating to said 

yl at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said merchant, 
further comprises: 

identifying risk parameters for velocity and for identifying spending limits on 
35 said transactions for said merchant 
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^ (original) The method of Claim 3^ wherein determining and indicating to said 
at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said merchant, 
further comprises: 

guaranteeing a payment to said merchant after said shipment of goods and 
5 services; and 

providing insurance against fraud after said shipment of goods and services. 



^ (original) The method of Claim^3^ wherein determining and indicating to said 
at least one seller approval for shipment of goods and services by said merchant, 
1 0 further comprises: 

guaranteeing said shipment of goods and services from said merchant to said 
at least one buyer and 

providing insurance against fraud after a payment. 

15 ^64. (previously presented) The method, of Claim J&t wherein providing said 
O^V decisioning solution to said merchant, said declsloning solution indicating clearance 
' to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 
comprises; 

• 20 performing a predetermined number of seconds online decisioning. 

<05. (previously presented) The method of Claim £6. wherein providing said 
^ decisioning solution to said merchant said decisioning solution Indicating clearance 

to said merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
25 decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 

comprises: 

performing additional Intra day fraud -screening. 

^l^jBtfT (original) The method of Claim .36^ wherein providing said decisioning 
30 solution to said merchant, said declsloning solution indicating clearance to said 
merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said 
decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 
comprises: 

dynamically providing decision criteria updates for said decisioning solution as 
35 knowledge of said transactions is gained. 

/ j87. (original) The method of Claim ,36. wherein providing said decisioning 
' solution to said merchant, said decisioning solution indicating clearance to said 
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merchant for said merchant to transact with said at least one buyer, and said, 
decisioning solution based on a determined risk of said at least one buyer, further 
comprises: • 

storing data of said transactions, said data used for providing future 
5 decisioning solutions. . 

^68. (previously presented) The method of Claim^£9f wherein performing nsk 
} analysis further comprises: 

using risk management criteria for any of determining, quantifying, and 
10 qualifying risk of potential buyers and sellers, and wherein any of amounts of 
transactions, suspicious personal information of buyer or seller, behavior of buyer or 
seller, conventional statistical Information and mode of operations are determined. 
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